ELWIN L. PAGE 


OrFicr: Room 211, 77 NortH MAIN STREET 
TELEPHONE 68 
Home: 6 CAMBRIDGE STREET 
TELEPHONE 337 


Concord, New Hampshire 
Octo. 26, Lobe 
Dear Mr. McGlenen, 


Here ls @ copy of the letter I got today from Boyd B 
Stutler, who is a specialgst collector of John Brown stuff: 


® 


"This will acknowledge your Letter of the 25th, ineat., advisirg 


a hy 
that you have recently had offered a lock of John Brown's hair. This 
i@ the third lock that has turned uD aye -~ and it is quite pos- 
sihle that all are genuine, A lock was sold in the first Oliver 


Barrett sale (bought by my good friend Dr. Cc. WV. Olsen of Chicago), 
and just recently a newspaper story, widely published, told of the 
finding of a@ lock in a sefety deposi it box in a San Fyancisaco bank, 


"I have three lots, al11 I believe genuine - one came by gift | 
from a grand-daughter; the other two were of the stime lot, divided, 
which Mrs. Brown sent to Mrs. George L. Stearns, Medford, "Massachusetts. 
Z would be interested in the lot offered you at "a reasonable prioa, 
but would not go overboard for it. 


as Nthe.name Gilchrist-does not touch a coord — I heave not run 
across his name in the John Brown story, but there was a way in which 
he could have acquired a lock, Ve have "powitive avidence from family 
letters of three distributions of John Brown's hair and beard; Family 
letters tells of the distribution of two shearings. Then, after the 
execution, his body was taken to @n undertaking es teblishment in New 
York City to be prepared for burial (and transfer to another eoffin), 

I have & long letter written by the wife of the undertaker's assistant, 
dated December 8, 1859, telling of the arrival of the body, the condi- 
tion, the effort to keep its presence secret, anc of the crowds that 
came and the souvenirs they took, 


"Locks of hair were taken, the hanging rope was cut up into 
sm@ll parts, screws were taken from the Virginia casket 163 have two, one 
with a parchment certificate signed by Dr. Thomas addis Emmett), etc.’ 
I now find corroboration of the woman's letter in the Diary of George 


Templeton Strong, edited by Nevins, just published. i? VoL, ¢;) oa ee 
under date or December yoko » Strong: says; "George Anthon is happy 
in the possession of 4 lock of Jo) nm Brown's hair, and a sm#ll section 
a 4 
~ Ae 
. 












GO? Ale halter; relics of .8..Gi Mies Bruno, obtained through the 
sexton of St. Marks," (The sexton, it is explained later, was called in 
to put the body on ice.) 


"Gilchrist's relic may have come from this same source, 


"Tf the owner is willing, I'd be glad te look at the piece — 
and try san check Dr. Gilchrist. Also, would like to have him set a 
price when he forwards it. I do not make offers or bids, except at 


auction, 
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"My John Brown collec L6/ Ta ther exteneive one - some thing 
like 7,000 pieces in all oa to Sor iee: This includes 65 aatograph letters 


ts heated sud 
written by John Brown and some 200 others written by his wife and 
children, Some years ago I acquired the George L, Stearne papers 
of + & 


(John Brown and Renee) “which included a great number a 

by anti-slavery men and women to and about Brown, Just a few weeks ago 
I got a splendid Salmon Portland Chase letter, dated in November, 1859, 
in which he defends his relations with Brown, and lest week came a Carl 
Schurg letter about Sarah Brown's gob in the mint at San Francisca, 

(She lost it under the Cleveland new broom.)" 


The addrese of the writer of the abave is 
: oVvad-B. 98 a tler, 


80 Fifth Avenue, 
ae York, Munvas-19, N. Y. 
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I think he is w y reliable, and that it. would be perfectly 
safe for you to send the ee to him, "with a pric that you would 
receive. Unfortunately I know absolutely nethine about what such a 

relic is worth and cannot advise you what price to put upon it. At 
least, you will learn from the effort, 1 think, whether or not the 
hair mhatches what Mr. Stutler already has, though I th 


not be wise to say to Mr. Stutler that you wish 
Go on the assumption that the hair is gi ie 
and put your price on it, If he finds | 
probably teil you, so at least, by wore 
to get an expert's opinion ae to it. 
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As to valve, I can find no record of the recent sale to Dr, 
Olsen, but perhaps it would do no vood if ; uld , As values must 
ees 7 Per a thee ae ge Fie oe 4 Se aD | 
vary with respect to quantity and quality (concivion), 





Mr. Robert Wester 
Sl High Street 
Suncook, NH 03275 
November 7, 1980 


Mr. William F. Bolger 
Postmaster General 
U.S. Postal Service 


Dear Mr. Bolger: 


I am forwarding to you, for your consideration the following material 
pertaining to Sylvester S. Crosby, a most renowned Numismatist. 


For the past 12 months I have been researching the life of Mr. Crosby, 
and am in the process of having a story published in The American 
Numismatic Association Publication, "The Numismatist". 


Mr. Crosby contributed a great deal to the American Numismatist through 
his monumental publication "The Early Coins of America", 


Mr. Crosby was born in Charlestown, N.H., the son.of the Reverend 
Jaazaniah Crosby, who was a 180) graduate of Harvard. His grandfather 
Sylvester Sage was a graduate of Yale in 1787. 


I am sure once you have read the enclosed literature you will see why 
I feel that Sylvester Sage Crosby should be given recognition, and 
appear on one of our United States postage stamps. 


And what more fitting time than Mr. Crosby's 150th anniversary, 
September 2, 1981. 


Very truly yours, 


4 0. ad, 7. 
PORRAY/ (¥. “y Lad4tp / 


Robert I. Wester 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 2, 1981 


Mr. Robert Wester 
54 High Street 
Suncook, NH 03275 


Dear Robert: 


I very much appreciate the various Crosby pictures which you 
sent me along with the information included in your letter, I enjoyed 
your enthusiasm and your eagerness to uncover new material about Crosby 
and his work. 


I have checked the Crosby in the original parts and I find that 
some of those parts are uncut at the top of the page. They are sewn at 
the left side and the wrapper for the parts is pasted onto the sewn 
section at the left side and the spine. Is your copy sewn on the left 
side or are you able to open it up into a panel of four pages? 


The wrapper for each part on my copy is different because the 
number of the part is changed and, in addition, there are advertisements on 
the inside and the outside of some of the wrappers. I believe the wrappers 
are printed and that they are not lithographed as your friend seems to 
feel. Could you recheck this matter. 


I think I will write up some Crosby data for publishing in the 
Asylum. I certainly do not wish to spoil your article for The Numismatist 
and will confine my thoughts primarily to the plates and other techni- 
calities. I will send you a copy of it so that you can make comments. 


I look forward very much to the article you are preparing to 
send to me. 


My kindest regards. 


o—~ 


a 

Sincerely, 

aS 
a ie Z 


Eric P., Newman 
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PIERPONT GENEALOGY 
AND CONNECTING LINES. 





PARTICULARLY 


REV. JOHN. PIERPON?T 


OF HOLEIS= SEREET: CHURCH 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 


COMPILED FROM AUTHENTIC. SOURCES 
BY HIS GRANDDAUGHTER 


MARY PIERPONT BARNUM. 
EDITED BY HIS GRANDSON 


' ARTHUR EDWIN BOARDMAN. 
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ae pg of fle & Loot 


bream Whe. Prager ia Pomen’ Clon 
Ceol ay PLN oe gee 


A ee 


Le ‘PRINTED BY HIs GREATGRANDSON 
JAMES ALLEN CROSBY. ) 
BOSTON, 1928 / 
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17 Us > 
tember 25.-1880. Ae 
Ab) MARY PIERPONT, born in West Roxbury, Mass., June 22.- 
( 1869.. and married November 1.-1896., to Edward Webster 
McGlenen, son of Henry Aloysius McGlenen and Caroline 
+ Matilda Bruce, born July 11.-1854., in Boston, Mass. They 
\ had two sons ke chrecl 2b. “f hes 
% HPNRY ALLEN McGLENEN, bern in Boston, Mass., April 
6.-1897., married April 17.-1926., Madeline Doris, orn No- 
vember 11.-1900., at Rockland, Mass.. daughter of William 
Henry Mack and Florence Stanley, who married November i.. 
1990. He died in 1904... Homey Ata cd. 
EDWARD WEBSTER McGLENEN, Jr.. born in Boston, Mas-.. 
May 20.-1898. Ordained and Installed Minister of the Firs: 
arish Church at Brewster, Mass.. October 24.-1926. Married 
\ at Christ Church, Dorchester, November 29.-1926., Alice Irene. 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Waldo Traffarn Whitney. She was 
born February 28.-1903. Ramer xf AMA. age Ak, Certs 
‘A Hymn sung at his Ordination was written by his Great- 7 
creat-erandfather, Rev. John Pierpent.) nrtyh- far Tre Germ 












ea ia ate i en eee Sea aie 5 es ages. 
Oiltuary. 


: SYLVESTER 8S. CROSBY 





Sylvester 5. Crosby, one of the best known American authorities on numis- 
matics, died Tuesday evening, Aug. 18, at his home, 21 Sacramento street, 
Cambridge, Mass., of a stomach trouble. Mr. Crosby was born in Charlestown, 
N. H;. September 2, 1831, and had lived in Cambridge forty-two years, all of 
that time in the same house. Mr. Crosby was a watchmaker by trade and at 
the time of his retirement from DuRine Hs activities fifteen years ago was located 
at 43 West street, Boston. 

Mr. Crosby was a man of versatile interests, and outside of the watch- 
making business he had specialized in several other directions, notably numis- 
matics, archaeology, astronomy, and the culture of mushrooms. In the first 
named subject he was considered an exceptional authority. He was the author 
of two illustrated works on the subject of American coins, namely: ‘The Early 
Coins of America,” and ‘The United States Coinage of 1793—Cent and Half 
Cents.” 

Mr. Crosby was an honorary member of the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion, The American Numismatic Society, and the Boston Numismatic Society. 
He was a member of the First Parish church and of the New Kngland Archaeo- 
logical society. He was the last of eleven children of Rev, Avagzaniah Crosby, 
for over fifty years pastor of the Charlestown Congregational church. He was 
married twice, but had no children, His ons ee relatives are a nephew, 
The funeral was held 
from the house yesterday afternoon at one o rae Bree James De Normandie 
of Roxbury officiated. The burial was in Lexington. 
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arly Coins of America; 


LAWS GOVERNING THEIR ISSUE. 
THE WASHINGTON PIECES, THE ANGLO-AMERICAN TOKENS, 


MANY PIECES OF UNKNOWN. ORIGIN, 
OF THE SEVENTEENTH AND ELGHTEENTH CENTURIES, 
AND THE : | 


FIRST PATTERNS OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. 


{ 

i 

oe 

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 
if 


| ce : : 
: | By SYLVESTER S. GROSBY.~ | | 








BOSTON, MASS.: 
PUBLISIIED BY ‘THE NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC AND ARCH.EOQLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
1873. 
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The Early Cina of America, and the Laxs governing their issuc. -om- 
priving also Descriptions of the Washington Pieces, the Anglo-Amerean 
Tokens, many pieces of unknown origin of the seventeenth and cichternth 
centanes, and the first Patterns of tho United States Mint. Profesely 
ilinerated. By Sylvexter S. Croshy. (Boston: Published by the author. 
1875, 4to, pp. 381..-—-With the publication of Parts 11 and 12 Mr, 
Crosby has completed his elaborate and therough work on early American 
eins, The book givés proof of Jong and carefnl research, of nn eeancd 
pains, and = great arcuracy. For the collector it must bean indispensable 
manual, while to the grneral stacent of American history it affords many 
ennons ilfnstrations of the economical conditions of the colonics, as shown 
in prevalent theories of currency, in varying standards of velo. and in 
numerous practices of trade. The general al:sence of artistic besaty in 
American productions is exhibited in the common negliness of the coi. 
No one of them will be prized two thousand sears hence for heauts such a3 
makes the coins of Greece and her colonies still precious to the Jorers of 
art No woman will ever wear one set like a gem for her adornmeni. The 
plates in Mr. Crosby's book are suggestive, not so much of the «uperiarity 
of modern culture ag of its inferiority to that of the ancieat world. The 
lack of beauty in common things is an absolute loss, Mr. Croshy's rolame 
is very handsomely printed and amply illustrated. Its author seems to 
have relied mainly upon its merits to make it known, and we are glad to 
have the opportunity to bring it to the knowledge of our rcaders, and to 
commend it to all who desire information on the subjects which it treats 
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Obituary. 


SYLVESTER S. CROSBY 


Sylvester S. Crosby, one of the best known American authorities on numis- 
matics, died Tuesday evening, Aug. 18, at his home, 21 Sacramento street, 
Cambridge, Mass., of a stomach trouble, Mr. Crosby was born in Charlestown, 
N. H,. September 2, 1831, and had lived in Cambridge forty-two years, all of 
that time in the same house. Mr. Crosby was a watchmaker by trade and at 
the time of his retirement from business activities fifteen years ago was located 
at 43 West street, Boston. 

Mr. Crosby was a-man of versatile interests, and outside of the watch- 
making, business he had specialized in several other directions, notably numis- 
matics, archaeology, astronomy, and the culture of mushrooms. In the first 
named subject he was considered an exceptional authority. He was the author 
of two illustrated works on the subject of American coins, namely: ‘The arly 
Coins of America,” and “The United States Coinage of 1793-—Cent and Half 
Cents.” 

Mr. Crosby was an honorary member of the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion, The American Numismatic Society, and the Boston Numismatic Society. 
He was a member of the First Parish church and of the New England Archaeo- 
logical society. He was the last of eleven children of Rev. Avazaniah Crosby, 
for over fifty years pastor of the Charlestown Congregational chureh. He was 
married twice, but had no children. His only surviving relatives are a nephew, 
Allan Crosby of Jamaien Plain, and a niece, Miss Crophy. The funeral was held 
from the house yesterday afternoon at one o'clock. Rev, James De Normandie 
of Roxbury officiated, he burial was tn Lexington, 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 25, 1983 


Mr. Robert Wester 

54 High Street 

Suncook, NH 03275 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover I am sending you the new Crosby reprint by Quarter- 
man. It thanks you on page XX, but that does not fully reflect the 
sincere appreciation which I will always continue to express for your 
cooperation, 


The printing and paper in the book are what Crosby deserves. You as 
a printer will appreciate it fully. 


How are we doing on Laban Heath? 


My best to you, 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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THE CROSBYS 
OF CHARLESTOWN, NEW HAMPSHIRE 





Mr. Robert I. Wester 
54 High Street 
puncook, N. H., O0¢75 


Mr. Jd. Douglas Ferguson 
Rock Island, Quebec 
Province in Canada 


Dear Mr. Ferguson: 


I find extreme pleasure in forwarding 
to you our presentation, "The Crosbys of Charlestown, New 
Hampshire". 


This presentation is a tribute to you, 
Doug, for your being an exemplary scholar in numismetics. 


Like your predecessors, Matthew Sticlmey, 


William T. R. Marvin and Sylvester Crosby, you also, Doug, 
rank among the finest in numismatics! 


Yours truly, 


Rater £. Weel’ 


Robert I. Wester 


THE CROSBYS 
OF CHARLESTOWN, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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On the second day in September, Nineteen Hundred and 
Highty-One, all the bells shall toll in Numismatic North 
America, echoing across the Atlantic to Englend and Euro- 
pe as we acknowledge the 150th Anniversary of the birth 
of Sylvester Sage Crosby, New Hampshire's own and North 


Americats renowned literary scholar in Numismatics! 


Sylvester's father, the Reverend Jaazaniah Crosby, 
(pronounced J-asa-niah) was born in Hebron, New Hampshire 
the third of April, 1780. At the age of 18, Jaazaniah 
walked eighty miles to Phillips Exeter Academy to begin 
his education, paying all the expenses of his journey 
with three and nine pence (now sixty-two-and-one-half 
cents). Jaazaniah completed two years at Phillips Exeter 
Academy and entered Harverd College, graduating with 


the class of 1804. 


He was ordained Pastor of the parish in Charlestown, 
New Hampshire on the 17th of October, 1810. The parish 
was Orthodox Congregationalist when Jaazaniah arrived. 
Later he announced himself as a Unitarian with the people 
following without dissension. The church became known 
as "The South Parish Unitarian Church" of Charlestown, 


New Hampshire. 


Reverend Crosby's first wife, Anne Parker of Wolfe- 
boro, New Hampshire, whom he married in April of 1811, 
died a year-and-a-half later following the birth of their 
ee a who, in later years married Reverend 


Cazneau Palfrey, a Unitarian Minister from Belfast, Maine. 


The Palfreys had two daughters and a4 son. 


Reverend Jaazaniah Crosby and Huldah Robinson Sage 
were united in marriage on the 15th of November, 1814. 
Miss Sage was the daughter of the clergyman, Reverend 


Sylvester Sage of Westminister, Vermont. 


Mr. Sage, born in Berlin, Connecticut, on January 24, 
1765, was graduated from Yale College in 1787 and was lmown 
by his colleagues as being an exceptional man of mark. 

He possessed many fine qualities and in the fullest sense 
of the word, the Reverend Sylvester Sage was "the true 
christian gentleman". He remained as pastor of the Congre- 
gational Church in Westminister for almost 50 years until 


his death in 1841. 


Reverend and Mrs. Crosby had ten children: seven sons 
and three daughters. Edward was born in 1815. Sibil, born 
in May of 1817, died 5 months later. William, the Crosby's 


third child, was a publisher of religious books. With his 


brother Edward they formed Crosby Nichols Publishers. 
James was born in 1820 and became a carpenter-contrac-~ 


tor. Samuel was born in 1822. 


Naturally, the Crosbys wanted a son to be named 
after Mrs. Crosby's father, the Reverend Sylvester Sage. 
The Crosby's sixth child, Sylvester Sage Crosby, was 
born to carry the Reverend's namesake. Unfortunately, 


Sylvester died April 7, 1825 at 15 months of age. 


Elizabeth married a Unitarien Minister, the Rev- 
erend William Bridge of Dublin, New Hampshire. The 


Bridges had ten children. 


On the 7th day of July, 1860, the census of Chariles- 
town, New Hampshire, reports Edward Gilchrist, age 49 
residing with the Crosbys. Mr. Gilchrist married Clara 
Crosby and was a United States Naval Surgeon. He attended 
the hanging of John Brown, the fiery abolitionist of 
Kansas, at Charlestown, Viviane, on December 2nd of 1859. 
At the time of Mr. Gilchrist's death he stood in the 
order of date of commission nearly at the head of the 


surgeons of the navy. 


The last of the Crosby children was a son, John 


Parker Crosby, who died in 1854 at 8 months of age. 


The Reverend Jaazaniah Crosby is known for his 
written history, "The Annals of Charlestown", now pre- 
served among the collections of the New Hampshire His- 


torical Society. 


In 1855 Harvard College paid a well-deserved trib- 
ute to Jaazaniah for his long and faithful services by 


conferring on him the Degree, Doctor of Divinity. 


The Reverend Crosby was constitutionally cheerful 
and a great lover of fun. He was called "The Bishop" 
by the younger clergymen and few parishes had their 
good fortune, love, refined homes and high tones of in- 
tegrity. "No man can say aught against Parson Crosby," 
a pemark which was often made by a member of his parish 


to one another or strangers. 


At five O'Clock on the morning of December 15, 1864 
the Crosbys were aroused by & fire which had progressed 
in the house to the point where they could no longer re- 
main. With the thermometer at zero and twelve inches of 
snow, Dr. and Mrs. Crosby along with their housekeeper 
dressed in night clothes and bare feet escaped into that 
winter morning with a few precious heirlooms and a number 
of books from his library. This calamity proved to be too 


much for the aged Dr. Crosby to endure. 


Reverend Dr. Jaazaniah Crosby's now white hair, 
having grown gray in the service of his parishioners, 
passed away December 50, 1864 and is remembered by 
many folks in the Charlestown area today as their "Be- 
loved Parson Crosby", 54-year pastor of The South Parish 


Unitarian Church in Charlestown, New Hempshire. 


Sylvester Sage Crosby, bee: Sones child of Reverend 
Dr. Jaazaniah and Mrs. Crosby and grandson of the Reverend 
Sylvester Sage is the North American student, author and 
historian, whom numismatists shall always remember for the 
basic knowledge he has presented to us through his creation 


of the monumental classic, "The Early Coins of America". 


Sylvester, born September 2nd, 1851, was a watch- 
maker by profession and had established a watchmaking 
business in Charlestown, New Hampshire at the age of 17. 
He left New Hampshire to join other members of his family 
who lived in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Mr. Crosby oper- 
ated a watchmaking and jewelry business at 43 West St. 
in Boston. His residence was 21 Sacramento St. in Cam- 


bridge, Massachusetts. 


Sylvester and Mary Elizabeth Capelle were married 
September lst, 1855 at Charlestown, New Hampshire. 


Mary died October 26, 1874. 


Sylvester's second wife, Mehitable Ackers, whom he 
married September 15, 1875 in Brookline, Massachusetts, 


was known to the Crosbys as "Hittie". 


Mr. Crosby was a man with many interests. He culti- 
vated mushrooms and enjoyed archaeology and astronony. 
His personal astronomer's telescope wes presented to 
Proctor Academy's observatory in Andover, New Hampshire. 
Of all his versatile interests, Sylvester will always be 
remembered as an exceptional authority in American Numis- 


matics. 


Sylvester Sage Crosby! Honorary member of the Am- 
erican Numismatic Society, The American Numismatic Asso-+ 


ciation and the Boston Numismatic Society. 


Sylvester received his honorary membership in The 
American Numismatic Society on March 21, 1876 and was 
honored again by that society in 1950, as being the only 
American of six numismatic scholars to have his name cut 
into the frieze of the front facade of the society's new 


addition. 


Dr. B. P. Wright, Thomas Elder, Albert Frey, Howland 
Wood and Farran Zerbe, among others, felt Mr. Crosby's 


"Karly Coins of America” was extremely well written, so 


exhaustive that it was unlikely a book of this subject 
would ever appear in the future. So on September 4, 1907 
Sylvester Sage Crosby was admitted as an Honorary member 
in The American Numismatic Association at the Columbus, 
Ohio convention. Mr. Crosby was honored again by the 
American Numismatic Association in 1970 when he was elec- 


ted to The Numismatists Hall of Fame. 


On December 20, 1908 at the Boston Numismatic Society 
meeting, the secretary read a letter from Mr. Crosby 
tendering his resignation. Due to the high esteem, Syl- 
vester held with the Boston group, the society voted to 


make him an Honorary member of the society that evening! 


Apoesring in the American Journal of Numismatics in 
April of 1869 was a masterly and exhaustive article by 
Sylvester Crosby on the cents of 1795. Ed Frossard made 
the statement in his 1879 monograph of the cents and half 
cents of America, "Far be it from our thoughts to appro- 
priate any credit of originality in the description of the 
cents of 1793; we candidly acknowledge that in only one 
instance and that in the description of a reverse apparently 
unknown when Mr. Crosby wrote his article, have we been 


able to add any information not previously conveyed by him". 


Sylvester authored two illustrated works on Americen 





Coins, one being "The United States Coinage of 1793 Cents 
and Half Cents" published in 1897. Mr. Crosby had once 
owned &@ proof-like presentation chain cent of 1793 Crosby 


4-C known by many large cent collectors as "The Coin". 


On Friday evening April 6, 1866 @ society to be known 
as The New England Numismatic and Archaeological Society 
was formed. The society's president was Dr. Nathaniel B. 
Shurtleff. Its curator and religious devotee to the soc- 
iety was Sylvester §. Crosby. During this period of time 


and thereafter, Sylvester Crosby the Numismatist and liter- 


ary scholar in American Numismatics, becomes known forever! 


Mr. Charles Chaplin, then Vice President of the New 
England Numismatic and Archaeological Society suggested 
to Committee Chairmen, Sylvester Crosby that a published 
full accurate account of coins, known by Americans as 
"Colonials", was necessary in view ef their surging interest 


in America! 


Sylvester began the exhaustive, unimiginable task. 
Here lies the beginning of the most authoritative, histo- 
rical, chronological die-arranged monographs ever written 


on American Coins. 


"Te Early Coins of America and The Laws Governing 


Their Issues", 
This is America's presentation to world numismatics! 


Mr. Crosby contacted the leading authorities of the 
day. From the Honorable Charles Bell of Exeter, New Hamp- 
shire came the copies of acts and documents authorizing 


copper coinage for New Hampshire. 


New Hampshire Colonial Coins are extremely rare todey. 
A number of patterns were issued by William Moulton, al- 
though it's doubtful any amount of coinage was ever struck 


or put into circulation. 


About 1650 when the Massachusetts Bay Colony was 
flourishing, a strong popular demand for a plentiful 
suoply of coinage was the issue of the day. This demand 
was met with adequately by the Bay Colony Mint Master and 


America's first, John Hull. 


Sylvester's chronological die-arraenged descriptions 


of Massachusetts Tree Coinage excells at this point. 


Imagine the patience and research alone, in securing 
and sifting to decide what constitutes authoritativeness. 
Yes, his documented and authoritative approach to all 
Massachusetts coinage is as magnificent today as it was 


yesteryear! 
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Matthew Adam Stickney of Salem, Massachusetts is 
known as “The Father of Advanced Collectors in America", 
Mr. Stickney will always be remembered for the services 
he contributed to Numismatic literature by assisting 


Mr. Crosby. 


From the sparkling cabinet of Mr. Stickney came the 
Rosa: Sine: Spina of the Rosa Americana series of which 


three specimens were known. 


In Force's "American Archives", New Hampshire House 
of Representatives voted on June 28, 1776 to issue a cop- 
per coin. This copper coin corresponds to Matthew Stick- 
ney's example, @ Pine Tree with the words American Liberty 


on the obverse and a harp on its reverse. 


Matthew Sticlmey's notably unique "Immune Columbia", 
which is America's first gold coin graces our National 


eolleetion today in Washington, D. C. 


Continuing along Sylvester's golden Numismatic path 
of contributors, there's Charles Bushnell, author of "An 
Arrangement of Tradesman's Cards and Political Tokens". 


He is known by Mr. Crosby as "That Indefatigable Student”. 


Mr. Bushnell, New York's leading authority in Numis- 


matics describes his Good Samaritan Shilling and contributes 


is 


letters concerning Vermont, South Carolina and New Jersey 
Coinage. His authoritativeness and enthusiasm loans his 


indelible mark to the Crosby Masterpiece! 


There was William Summer Appleton, first secretary 
of the Boston Numismatic Society. Mr. Appleton's Massa- 
chusetts Pine Tree Copper Pattern compliments the title 


page of Sylvesterts “The Early Coins of America". 


Mr. Appleton's fine collection of American coins was 


presented to the Massachusetts Historical Society. 


Another series of coins struck for use in North 
America is Canadats presentation to Mr. Crosby's "Early 


Goins of America". 


Mr. Crosby is favored by M. Jules Marcou of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts with a copy of the Double Deniers Copper Coin 


as genuine examples are unlmown. 


William Appleton exhibits the Silver 5 Sous Coin. 


This is one of two coins known to exist. 


Sylvester quotes from "The American Journel of Numis- 


matics",(an excerpt) relating to these coins. 


"Golonial coins of copper-America-Canada, in LeBlanc's 


i ae 


Historic Treatise" on the coins of France, is mentioned 
on page 504 that 5 and 15 sou silver coins along with 
the double or two Deniers were struck by the authority 


of King Louis XIV of France, in 1670. 


Dr. Charles Clay, Manchester, England's noted numis- 
matist, was in possession of the most important of the 
Washington trial pieces which was obtained from the widow 
of Mr. Hancock, the diecutter and medalist from Birming- 
ham and proves the origin of the Washington cents of 1791 


beyond a doubt. 


Washington faces left on tne unfinished trial piece 
which is struck in copper and was apparently to be used 
for a Macclesfield half penny token. When William Stro- 
bridge sold Mr. Clay's fine cellection ef coins in 1871, 
Sylvester Crosby was the fortunate and knowledgeable pur- 
chaser of this most important and historical trial piece 


of our first President, George Washington. 


Yes, much can be said of Robert Coulton Davis, Ed- 
ward Maris, Lorin Parmelee and J. Carson Breevort among 
others contributing to this massive North American clas- 
Sic of coins, documents, and history of America, Canada, 


Bermuda, Eire, Great Britain and Europe; The Fugios, 


Be 


Rosa Americana series, those lovely Washington pieces, 
the Massachusetts Tree Coinage and the early patterns 


of the United States Mint. 


We certainly, could never forget the Nova Constellatio 
patterns. Here is America's beginnings for a coinage, 


again thoroughly examined and documented by Mr. Crosby! 


Of all the prized coins in Sylvester's cabinet, 
the 1785 1000 Mill Pattern Dollar, America's first, is 
the coin I believe Sylvester had an extraordinary fondness 
for; after all, America's first dollar appears in rich 
gold, deeply embossed on the cover of the Moroccan bound 
presentation copy of Sylvester's monumental "The Early 


Coins of America". 


Although Capt. John Haseltine of Philadelphia may 
be but @ memory to many today, he was America's foremost 
coin dealer in the 19th century and continually main- 
tained the enthusiasm of a new collector throughout his 


famed numismatic career. 


Capt. Haseltine, extremely proud of his militery 
record, was a Cavalry Officer during the Civil War and 
vas commissioned by Governor Curtin of Pennsylvania and 


assigned to the Second Regiment of the Pennsylvania 
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Volunteer Cavalry. He participated in a number of the 
hard-fought battles: Bull Run, Gains Mills and Gettys- 
burg. Capt. Haseltine had three horses shot from under 
him and he was severely wounded at the Battle of Deep 
Bottom in August of 1864. Among his contributions to 
Sylvester Crosby's "Early Coins of America" was America's 
beginning for a coinage, the 1000 and 500 mill Nova 
Constellatio patterns! His unique New Jersey Washington 


Cent was sold to Sylvester Crosby for 150 dollars. 


Hale, hearty, and with a host of friends to honor 
him, Capt. John Haseltine's finest moments in numismatics 
came at the 1908 convention in Philadelphia where he re- 
ceived his Honorary Membership to The American Numismatic 


Association. 


Sections of the Early Coins of America were first 
printed in the American Journal of Numismatics. It was 
published in twelve parts; its first by the New England 
Numismatic and Archaeological Society in 1873, printed 


by Charles Chaplin, price being one dollar per part. 


William T. R. Marvin, always having kept American 
Numismatics on @ high scholarly plane, was the printer 


of Mr. Crosby's "The Early Coins of America” in 1875. 
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For forty years Mr. T. R. Marvin was editor and 
publisher of the American Journal of Numismatics and in 
1880 wrote the "Medals of the Masonic Fraternity". He 
appeared as one of the editors of Betts American Colonial 


History, illustrated by Contemporary Medals in 1894. 


Mr. William T. R. Marvin was given his Honorary 
lWiembership to the American Numismatic Society in 1878, 
his Honorary Membership to the American Numismatic Asso- 


ejiation in 1907. 


Following the publication in 1875, it was acclaimed 
by the leading catalogers from the major auction houses 
of that time. Ed Frossard, John Haseltine and Edward 
Cogan began immediately by referring to S. S. Crosby's 


"Me Early Coins of America" in their auction catalogs. 


Ted Hammer, always having contributed to American 
Numismatics, was librarian and curator of the American 
Numismatic Association beginning in 1940. Here are some 
of Mr. Hammer's comments on Sylvester Crosby's "Early 


Coins of America". 


"Few more thorough works are available on any nunis- 
matic subject and despite the fact the work was published 


in 1875, it remains the standard work on American Colonials. 


Long scarce, the book was difficult to obtain particularly 
the past year. R. Green, the Chicago dealer who long has 
been interested in advancing numismatic literature, pub- 


lished an excellent reprint of the Crosby work last fall". 


The popular California Numismatist, Ralph "Curley" 
Mitchell's personal copy was used when The Token and Medal 


Society issued the second reprint in 1965. 


"(he Harly Coins of America" appeared again in 1970 


for its third printing in a reduced format by Burt Franklin. 


Eric Newman wrote the lovely foreword for the most 
recent and fourth reprint which came to us from Quarter- 


man Publications of Lawrence, Massachusetts, in 1974. 


Elvira Clain Stefanelli, Curator of Numismatics at 
the Smithsonian Institute, presented us with @ concise 
history entitled "Slender Fleme Nourished United States 
Numismatics", which described Mr. Crosby's "Early Coins 
of America” most magnificently. In this book one of the 
thorniest problems in the history of American coinage, 
the issues of the Colonies, found an authoritative pre- 
sentation which has never been surpassed. The basic con- 
cept of the work was to consider coins as essentially an 


expression of their time. They were thoroughly examined 


ats 


in the light of contemporary documents and their sequence 


was established through detailed die studies. 


Crosby's system of submitting the coin image to a 
painstaking examination, noting the minutest changes in 
the die as @ clue to assigning the sequence within a given 
group of coins not otherwise datable, proved invaluable in 
many instances and frequently was used by other numisma- 
tists. Unfortunately, from a means his system has very 
often become an end in itself, an activity which entirely 


negleets Crosby's historical approach. 


"The Early Coins of America" is certain to be found 
in the advanced numismatist's library. The demand is 
great for the few existing original copies and it is felt 


by ‘many collectors to be the pride of their library! 


Sylvester's older brother James, had two children: 
J. Allan Crosby and Miss Crosby. They are identified as 
the surviving relatives in the obituary of Sylvester 
Crosby, appearing in the September, 1914 issue of The Nu- 
mismatist. The Miss Crosby mentioned &bove was Mary Louise 


Pierpont Crosby who married Edward Webster McGlenen. 


Mrs. Edward MeGlenen, wife of the late Reverend Ed- 
ward Webster MeGlenen Jr., recalls Mary Crosby McGlenen, 


describing her responsibilities to Sylvester Crosby's estate. 
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I am pleased to say the Author's advance copy of 
" % " py bo\ icalivon 
The Early Coins of America’ for its 1875 printing by 


T. R. Marvin and Son exists today, 106 years later. 


As I neared the conclusion of & gratifying journey, 
which, regrettably, must end, I went to the Monroe Ceme- 
tery in Lexington, Massachusetts and paid my respects to 
this most brilliant gentleman of yesterday, whom shall 
remain dear in the hearts of numismatists everywhere 


"forever"! 


In our closing we shall turn to the preface of John 


Haseltine's 70th sale: "The Crosby Collection"! 


"TI take great pleasure in offering for sale this 
well-known numismatic collection, gathered by Mr. Syl- 


vester S. Crosby of Boston. 


"Be careful of the unique pieces ye collectors, for 
you will be held to strict accountability by the numis- 
matists of the world should you carelessly suffer them 


te be lest"; 


"The advanced numismatist will here find many desir- 
able coins, and the enthusiast will, in 811 probability, 


secure them, as I have no doubt but that they will be 


19. 


properly appreciated and realize good prices." 


I am largely indebted to Mr. Crosby's work for in- 
formation and, in some cases have used his language in 


my descriptions. 


The plates referred to will be found in that work, 


“the Early Coins of America”. 


Leaving the matter now in the hands of my patrons, 


I am yours truly, 
John Vi. Haseltine” 


Tarough his masterpiece, "The Early Coins of America" 
the name Sylvester Sage Crosby, shall reign through all 
literary eternity among the immortals of North Americen 


Numismatists! 
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SIXPENCE. 
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On the 30th of December, 1864, there occurred in 
Cambridge, Mass. the death of a man whose services 
deserve to be registered in some worthier testimonial 
than the following simple sketch. 

Whatever may be its inadequacy, however, we have 
at least this reflection for a compensation, that the 
more modest and simple the memoir which records 
his life, the more it will accord with the wishes and 
unassuming character of the deceased. The person 
of whom we speak is the Rey. Dr. Jaazanran Crossy, 
who was, for over fifty years, the pastor of the Uni- 
tarian Society at Charlestown, N.H., where he earned 
a name, which, if less widely known, is no less hon- 
ored than that of many who have labored in larger 
spheres of usefulness. | 

Dr. Crosby was born in Hebron, N.H., on the 
3d of April, 1780. He was the son of Jaazaniah 
and Elizabeth Crosby. His father was from Bil- 
lerica: his mother was from Pepperell. Very few 
incidents can now be gathered of his early hfe. 

But it is well known. that the humble circumstances 
of his parents, and the less favorable facilities of the 
time for obtaining knowledge, threw many difficulties 
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in the path which he early decided upon taking, of 
securing for himself a liberal education. The diffi- 
culties of his way, however, he overcame by a perse- 
verance, which, for a boy of his age, is creditable in 
the extreme. 

Writing and ciphering on a board with chalk and 
charcoal ; walking two miles to school and back ; pre- 
paring himself, with only eighteen months’ schooling, 
for Exeter Academy ; walking, when prepared. to the 
academy itself, eighty miles distant, for examination, — 
are among the things which testify to the persevering 
spirit that surmounted obstacles to which a less reso- 
lute will would have succumbed. With the energy 
manifested in his preparation for Exeter Academy, 
we are not surprised to learn, that, two years after 
his entrance there, he passed the examination for 
admission into Harvard College, where he spent the 
usual four years of a college career, graduating in 
the class of 1804. His college course was character- 
ized by the same perseverance which marked the 
period of his preparation. 

He struggled manfully against the disady: tage of 
his poverty, and met his college expenses i working 
between recitations, and particularly by doing writ 
ing in the office of the clerk of the Court. 

When he graduated from college, he was rewarded 
for his diligence, by receiving the appointment of 
teacher in the academy, to which, six years ago. he 
had walked the cighty miles of his journey. a poor 
and obscure boy. A year after, however, he turned 
lis attention to the study of the profession which 
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afterward became the work of his long life; and, in 
1805, following the custom of the times, he placed 
himself, as a theological student, under the charge of 
a neighboring clergyman. ‘The person whom he se- 
lected for his instructor was Dr. Appleton, afterward 
distinguished as President of Bowdoin College. 

During his studies with Dr. Appleton, he passed 
through the stage of experience SUCH es be- 
lieve, to most young aspirants for the ministry, if a 
for other professions, during which the discounagmg 
appearance of the difficulties of their ee 
disclosed by their nearer view of its - Mae 
begets the impression that they have mistaken then 
calling. 

The distrust which Dr. Crosby then felt, was per- 
haps augmented by the divergence — which his es 
course shows to have become greater and greater as 
he grew older — between his nebigious views and ae 
prevailing theology of the time; a difference which 
his native honesty of mind alone, would have pre 
vented him from setting aside by a passive ignoring . 
its existence. However that may be, Dr. Crosby's 
stage of discouragement coming at a more fortunate 
time than it does to some others, before the actual 
assumption of his profession, and theretore . a time 
when he was free to entertain the question of follow- 
ing it, —he laid his case before Dr. Buckramsters 0: 
Portsmouth, N.II., and requested his advice. rhe 
doctor kindly listened to his case, and counselled him 
to proceed with his profession. 

In accordance with this counsel. the young man 
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returned to his studies; and, having finished them, he 
received, on the llth of May, 1808, from the Pis- 
cataqua Association, a license to preach, drawn up in 
the handwriting of his old friend in need, Dr. Buck- 
minster. Tis religious differences with the Calvinistic 
theology of the period began to show themselves very 
soon after he assumed the actual duties of his profes- 
sion. Indeed, there were some dissenting votes in the 
association which gave him his license to preach, on 
account of the heterodoxy of the views which his 
examination disclosed. 

A year or two afterward, having received a call 
from the society at Lyndeborongh, the council which 
assembled to ordain him voted it inexpedient to pro- 
ceed with his ordination, on the eround that his 
religious opinions were not sufficiently orthodox. 

Not long, after, having received a call from the 
socicty at Freeport, Me., he declined it, because of a 
considerable opposition in the parish, for the same 
reasons which influenced the Lyndeborough council. 
Finding, however, a year later at Charlestown, N.H.. 
a society whose theological views were more con- 
genial with his own, he received and accepted a call 
there, and was ordained over the parish on the 17th 
of October, 1810. From that time until the day 
of his death, he remained the pastor of the parish 
over which he was first ordained; furnishing an in- 
stance, Which has few parallels, of a life-settlement 
of overdifty years. The society at Charlestown. when 
he came to it, was Orthodox Congregationalist. though 
it is to be presumed, from subsequent events, that it 
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was somewhat tinctured with the more liberal views 
of the Unitarians, who were just then coming into 
notice. 

After his ordination, Dr. Crosby gave free rein to 
the liberal opinions he had always to some extent en- 
tertained; and, before a long time had elapsed, he 
came out publicly as a Unitarian. Jis people, 
quietly following in the same path, endorsed the 
change without dissension; and both minister and 
society remained Unitarian from that time. 

Dr. Crosby continued sole pastor of this people til 
his whitening hair, which had grown gray in their 
service, gave warning, that, though the inward man 
was renewed day by day, the outward man must soon 
succumb to the infirmities of age. 

During this long period, he preached regularly to 
a people who clung around him with the warmest 
affection and reverence; and who, under the happy 
influence of his teaching and example, held the unity 
of the spirit in the bonds of peace, and maintained a 
prosperous and vigorous society during his whole ad- 
ministration.* The burden of his preaching, which 
had so excellent an influence upon his parish, might 
be said to be the song of the angels at Bethlehem, 
“ Glory to God in the highest; and, on earth, peace, 


good will toward men,” so thoroughly were his ser- 


* In order to avoid giving a filse impression, it is proper to note here, 
that fragments of the society have, at varions times, broken away from the 
original stock, on account of theological difference, and have established 
successively a Methodist, Orthodex, and Episcopal Society, of which the first 
mentioned has now become extinct 


mons imbued with the spirit of this first Christmas 
anthem. 

His youthful and buoyant heart, which age could 
not reach, and which was always kept warm with the 
love of his fellow-men, did much to arrest the advance 
of the ravages of time upon his physical frame ; and 
it was not till the forty-sixth year of his pastorate, 
and the seventy-sixth of his life, that the strength so 
long devoted to his people declined to such an extent, 
as to cause him to require the aid of a colleague to 
share his labors. 

Even after that time he preached at intervals until 
the Thanksgiving day of 1862, on which occasion he 
read the last sermon which was heard from his lips, 
He had two colleagues before his death. 

The first was Rev. Adams Ayer, who was installed 
at Charlestown, in June, 1855. The second was Rev. 
Livingston’ Stone. who succeeded Mr. Ayer, in June, 
1864. In the winter of 1864-5, Dr. Crosby, now 
eighty-four years old and very infirm, met with a 
calamity which was of a most serious character to an 
old man like himself, and which without doubt very 
much hastened his departure. 

At five o'clock. on the morning of the 15th of De- 
cember, he discovered his residence to be on fire. and 
immediately found that the fire had progressed so far 
as to render it dangerous to stay in the house a mo- 
MUeUT. 

Alghough it was still dark out of doors, and the 
thermometer at zero. and the snow a foot deep. there 
was no alternative left for this infirm man of over 
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eighty years, but to leave the burning building at 
once, without waiting for time to dress. So, throwing 
a shawl about his shoulders, barefooted and thinly 
clad as he was, he hurried out into the snow and 
wintry night-air, with his wife and servant, to escape 
the flames. 

It was some time before any one could be roused ; 
and during the space which intervened between the 
discovery of the fire and his safe reception in a neigh- 
bor’s house, an interval of many minutes, he was ex- 
posed to all the severities of an unusually inclement 
December night. 

In two hours his house was entirely destroyed ; and 
his books, papers, clothes, even the church records 
covering a period of almost a century, every thing in 
fact which he possessed, except a few articles which 
were hastily taken during the fire from the front part 
of the house, were consumed by the flames. It was a 
sad misfortune for the old man’s waning strength to 
bear; and, though he sustained his losses with a 
wonderful serenity and composure, the event was 
undoubtedly the immediate occasion of his death, 
which took place two weeks after. 

The circumstances in which the burning of his 
house had left him were no sooner known than peti- 
tions came to him from friends in every quarter, to 
make his home with them. 

Ile had a strong inclination to stay with his friends 
in Charlestown, but finally yielded to the urgent 
wishes of his sons, to visit one of them at Cambridge- 


port, Mass. 
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While here, although he never lost the serenity of 
mind which he maintained through the recent trying 
events, and though he received every attention which 
filial affection could bestow, the effects of his expo- 
sure and subsequent exertions, nevertheless, proved to 
be more than his aged frame could endure; and, fall- 
ing sick a few days after, with an attack of erysipelas, 
he died on the 30th of December, 1864. Dr. Crosby 
was first married on the 30th of April, 1S11. His 
wife, Anne R. Parker, of Wolfboro, N.H.. lived but 
a year and.a half after their marriage, giving birth 
to a child just before her death. 

On the 30th of November, 1814, Dr. Crosby mar- 
ried again. His second wife was Huldah R. Sage, 
daughter of the clergyman at Westminster, Vt. With 
her he lived until April, 1835, when she was also re- 
moved by death, atter having become the mother of 
ten children. 

In November. 1838, he married again. His third 
wife, Elizabeth Allen. of Braintree, has survived him: 
but, owing to the unfortunate circumstance of the 
burning of their house, is not now residing in 
Charlestown.* Besides some articles in the periodi- 
cals of the time. Dr. Crosby’s published productions 
were 





a Sermon. which he was invited to deliver 
before the Legislature of New Tfampshire; a Sermon 








* It isa singular fact, that. although Dr. Crosby lived sc long, and brought 
up so many children, in Charlestown, there is now, since the destruction of 
his houée and the removal of his wife to another State, no one of his family 
or descendants, nor any visible trace of his residence, left there; and only 
the good he has done, and his memory in the hearts of his people, bear wit- 
ness to the life he spent ariong them. 
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preached at the Dedication of his newly-built Church, 
in 1843; a Sermon delivered in 1860 at the Semi- 
centennial Anniversary of his Ordination, a well- 
remembered occasion in Charlestown ; and a History 
of Charlestown, N.H., now preserved among the col- 
lections of the New-Hampshire [istorical Society. 

In 1853, Harvard College paid Dr. Crosby a well- 
deserved tribute to his long and faithful services, by 
conferring on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
Dr. Crosby, though not widely known, was much 
loved and esteemed by all within the circle of his 
acquaintance. In fact. he had the universal affection 
and respect of all who knew him, from the little chil- 
dren he had only patted on the cheek, to the old men 
who had known him for a lifetime. 

This is not difficult to account for ; for being him- 
self, at heart, a friend to all, and having in his large 
soul a place for the kindly remembrance of all whor: 
he had met, the friendly feelmg that came back to 
him was but the natural response to the kindliness 
of his own heart. In no man, more than in him, was 
fulfilled, in respect to friendliness of feeling, the 
Scripture saying, “ Give, and it shall be given unto 
you; good measure, pressed down and shaken to- 
gether and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure ye mete withal, 
it shall be measured to you again.” 

This sentiment of attachment and regard, which 
was inspired by Dr. Crosby in those whom he had 
met, has not by any means terminated with his life ; 
but his memory is still held in universal affection and 


reverence in the community where he lived, and es- 
pecially in the hearts of those who have known him 
longest. ‘The perfect correctness of Dr. Crosby’s life, 
and the willing and unanimous endorsement which it 
received, from those who had seen him day by day for 
over fifty years, are circumstances which we cannot 
omit to mention. 

The remark, ** No man can say aught against Par- 
son Crosby,” which was often made by one neighbor 
of lis parish to another or to strangers, when the 
doctor’s name was mentioned, shows how well the 
correctness of his life was known and appreciated in 
his own parish, where the people knew him best. So 
far indeed was he from having any scandal attached 
to his name, that he seems never to have been charged 
with those common and lesser faults which are 
merely the result of thoughtlessness, imprudence, or 
forgctfulness. 

Always faithful in all his relations to his flock, 
careful to visit all, especially thoughtful to visit the 
sick, prepared for all his public duties, seeming to 
hold all his people in his mind alwavs. and wedding 
himself to them tor life, he presented an example of 
the ancient race of faithful pastors, of which so few 
lustances are left in these strangely altered times. 

The fact that his outward life was so far above re- 
proach, refers us back to an uncommon purity of 
mind.and fidelity of purpose as its source; for such 
fruits could only come from such a tree. Dr. Crosby 
was a remarkably genial man; and all who came in 
contact with him felt at ounce a genial chord in their 
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own nature, responding to the cheering influence of 
his presence. - 

Always seeing the cheerful, sunny side of life him- 
self, he had the faculty, which genial persons have, of 
bringing it out to the sight of others; which had the 
effect of leaving a singularly cheering and happy im- 
pression, even on any one who had merely a chat or 
chance mecting with him, however short. 

There are few who, by their power of striking a 
happy chord of sympathy in those they meet, can 
win the hearts of all around them as he was able 
to do. 

And to a soul, full of genial and happy feeling, 
were not wanting the words to give it ready and 
eraceful expression. A cheering salutation, a happy 
remark, or a playful jest, was always ready on his 
lips to carry the sunshine of his own heart into the 
hearts of those about him; and, besides being always 
ready with the impromptu repartee, he had, stored 
away in his memory. a rich hoard of anecdotes, from 
which he seemed to be able to draw indefinitely, 
to enliven as well as to illustrate his conversation. 
With his genial temperament was not joined the 
unstable habit so often accompanying that tempera- 
ment, and converting it into a snare. But, on the 
contrary, stability of character was his forte. 

His conduct was governed by well-pondered princi- 
ples; and these controlling elements of his life were 
firmly anchored in his soul, and were subject to none 
of the fickle vacillations which often make sport of 


less stable characters. 
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They were formed in righteousness, and, knowing 
their strength, he stood upon them as upon a rock; 
and the righteousness on which he rested, and in 
which he trusted, seemed to impart a degree of its 
enduring stability to his character. 

In every event of life, he was the same steadfast, 
serene, cheerful man. In times of excitement and 
alarm, his composure and self-possession never for- 
sook him. 

In the day of good fortune, he was not over-elated 
with his prosperity. In the day of ill fortune, he was 
not unduly depressed with his adversity ; but, through 
all, he maintained the even tenor of mind which 
characterized his whole career. 

Of the stability of character which he possessed, 
and which seemed to be the foundation on which his 
composurt and serenity rested, there is a striking ex- 
emplification in his long pastorate at Charlestown, 
where, without changing or wishing to change his lot, 
he remained from the time of his settlement to the 
end of his unusually long hfe. Dr. Crosby's tellow- 
townsmen will long miss his venerable form in their 
streets, his kindly smile and friendly salutation, which 
always carried a benediction with them. 

His former parishioners will long miss his well- 
known voice in the pulpit, where, though he had not 
preached for two vears, he had taken part in the ser- 
vices. up to the last days of his life; and all who 
knew him, whether high or low, rich or poor, old or 
young, will fecl that they have lost a friend. 


But there is consolation in the reflection that his 


15 


death was not an untimely one. THe had fulfilled the 
measure of mortal years. He had even passed that 
exterior boundary, beyond which we are told that 
our strength is but labor and sorrow. Like the full 
corn in the ear, his spirit had ripened for the harvest, 
and was ready to be gathered into the heavenly 
garner. 

We are thankful that he lived so long, thankful 
that so faithful a “life-record was closed without a 
sad appendix of dotage and decay ;” and we can all 
now rejoice with him that his earthly labors are fin- 
ished, the burdens of age resigned, and his cross eX- 
changed for his crown. 

He was faithful over the few things entrusted to 
him here: he has gone to be made ruler oyer many 


things. 


APPENDIX. 


REV. JAAZANIAH CROSBY, D.D. 


The following sketch of Dr. Crosby, as will be seen by the initials, is 
from the graceful pen of Dr. Sprague, of Albany. It was first published in 
the ‘‘ Christian Register” of Oct. 4, 1865. 


JAAzAntan Crosby, a son of Jaazaniah and Elizabeth (Gilson) 
Crosby, was born in Hebron, N.H., April 8, 1780. His father 
was originally from Billerica; his mother, from Pepperell. His 
father was not a professor of religion; but his mother was a 
communicant in a Congregational Church under the care of the 
Rey. Thomas Page, an uneducated, but worthy and sensible man. 
The family were in humble circumstances ; and he himself worked 
on a farm until he was eighteen years old, during which period he 
attended school not more than a year and a half, and then the 
school was distant from his father’s house two miles. But lie had 
a decided passion for acquiring knowledge; and he ov/d indulge 
it, though, in doing so, he had to battle with the ills of poverty. 
He used to indulge his intellectual tastes by writing with chalk and 
coal on a board, and ciphering in the same way. At the age of 
eighteen, he went to Exeter Academy, walking the whole distance 
(eighty miles) ; and, either then or at a subsequent time, he paid 
all the expenses of his journey with three and uinepence! After 
studying at Exeter two years on a charity foundation, he entered 
the Freshman Class at Harvard College in 1800, and, during 
the whole four years, lived in the family of a lady who gave 
him his board; and his other expeuses he was able to meet, partly 
by means of some appropriation from a college fund for indigent 
students, and partly by writing in the office of the clerk of the 
court. 

Immediately after his graduation, in 1804, he returned to 
Exeter Academy as an assistant teacher, and remained there for 
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one year, at the close of which he went to the neighboring town 
of Hampton, and placed himself under the care of Dr. Appleton 
(afterwards President of Bowdoin College) as a_ theological 
student; meanwhile availing himself of a fund at Exeter for the 
support of indigent young men in their immediate preparation for 
the ministry. During the time that he was prosecuting his theo- 
logical studies, he became quite discouraged, and thought he had 
mistaken his vocation: whereupon he consulted Dr. Buckminster, 
of Portsmouth; and the doctor, though fully aware of his anti- 
Calvinistic tendencies, advised him to proceed. He was licensed 
to preach by the Piscataqua Association, on the 11th of May, 
1808; Dr. Buckminster acting as scribe, and w riting the certificate 
of his licensure. Two or three of the ministers voted against 
him, from being dissatistied with his religious views ; among whom 
was a Mr. Thurston, who afterwards became a Unitarian. He 
preached his first sermon at Greenland, and afterwards preached 
for a short time at Lyudeborough; and the next year (1809) 
preached there as a candidate for three or four months, and 
received a call to settle, though it was very far from being unani 
mous. He, however, accepted the call, and the council called to 
ordain him assembled. and examined him for three hours; and 
though there was a majority in favor of sustaining his examina- 
tion, yet,»in view of the divided state of the parish. it was 
thought inexpedient to proceed to his ordination. He said the 
minister of Temple asked him. if an unregenerate man was not 
as bad as the devil; and, when he replied in the negative, his 
answer seemed to occasion surprise. In 1809 he preached as a 
candidate at Freeport. Me., for three or four months, and received 
a call to settle there: but declined it ou account of a strong oppo- 
sition. On the last Sabbath in March, 1810, he preached first at 
Charlestown, N.H.. as a candidate, though he had previously 
supplied the pulpit there a few Sabbaths about the close of 1S80x, 
In due time, the church and congregation wave him a call to 
become their pastor, and he accepted it; and was ordsiued on the 
17th of October, 1816,—the Rev. Jacob Abbot, of Piseanton 
Falls, preaching the ordination sermon. 

Tn 1853 he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from 
Ifarward College. He continued sole pastor until June. 1855, 
when he was relieved by the accession of Rev. Adams Ayer 


(a graduate of Harvard in 1818) as his colleague. He (Mz. 
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Ayer) resigned his charge after a little more than four years. 
Their next settled minister was Mr. Livingston Stone (a gradu- 
ate of Harvard in 1857), who still continues with them. Though 
Dr. Crosby resigned the main charge of his parish in 1890, he 
coutinued to preach occasionally till 1863; but, from that time, 

‘as prevented from attempting any public service by his hability 
to vertigo, which he considered as foreshadowing apoplexy. His 
general health, however, continued good; and his spirits seemed 
at my last meeting with him, a few mouths ago, just as buoyant 
as ever. 

He was married on the 30th of April, 1811, to Anne Rust 
Parker, of Wolfboro’”, N.H. (by whom he bad one child, now 
Mrs. Dr. Cazneau Palfrey), who died iminediately after the child’s 
birth, and about a year and a half after their marriage. On the 
13th of November, 1814, he was married, a second time, to 
Huldah Robinson, daughter of the Rev. Sylvester Sage, of West- 
minster, Vt.; who died April, 1835, the mother of ten chil- 
dren, seven of whom still survive. Ou the 50th of November, 
1838, he was married, a third time, to Elizabeth Allen, of 
Braintree, Mass., who survives to mourn her husband’s death. 
Each of his marriages has been to him a source of great comfort 
aud blessing. 

rv. Crosby published a Sermon delivered before the Legislature 
of New Hampshire, 1830; a Sermon at the Dedication of lis 
Church, 1843; a Sermon at the Semi-centenuial of his Ordination, 
1860; and a History of Charlestown, N.H., among the Collee- 
tions of the New-Hampshire Historical Society; besides some 
anonymous articles in periodicals. 

Dr. Crosby was living in the midst of a community to whom 
he was greatly endeared, and by whom he was greatly honored, 
when the terrible disaster took place which deprived him of his 
home, and proved the immediate harbinger of his death. On the 
22d of December, he wrote me the following briet letter, giving 
an account of the calamity which had befallen him. 


CAMBRIDGEPORT, Dec. 22, 1864. 
My pear Frrexp.— You have doubtless, ere this time, heard the sad 
calamity which has befailien us in the destruction by fire of our house, our 
clothing, our books: vea, almost all our pleasant things are laid waste. We 
escaped in our night-clothes, with merely the addition of stockings, and a 
cloak over our shoulders, through snow, the thermometer at zero. Only one 
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besides ourselves, who went forth barefooted, escaped merely with her life. 
At five o’clock in the morning, we were aroused by the cry that the house 
was in flames. A considerable number of articles were taken from the 
lower part of the house; but that study, the pleasant retreat of many years, 
will be seen no more. Of my whole library, about twenty volumes were 
saved. When enumerating our losses, we end by saying, “No life was 
lost.” 
Mrs. Crosby adds kindly greetings to those of your affectionate friend, 
J. Crospy. 
P.S, We are now staying here at Cambridgeport with our eldest son and 
family, whither, as I hope, you will soon direct a letter. Unbounded kind- 
ness has been shown by ail around us, and by some whom we have never 


seen. 


Within less than a week from the time this letter was written, 
Dr. Crosby suffered an attack of erysipelas, consequent upon a 
cold, which, within three or four days, terminated his life. His 
remains were removed for burial to Charlestown, where for fifty 
years he had had his home, and had been identified with all the 
interests of the place, more, probably, than any individual who 
survives him. 

My acquaintance with Dr. Crosby commenced in the summer 
of 1818, just atter I was licensed to preach. As I was travelling 
up Connecticut River, for the benefit of my health, I called at his 
home, with an introductory note from one of his friends, which 
secured me a very cordial welcome. IJ thought then, and have 
never changed my opinion since, that he was one of the most 
genial and good-humored and kind-hearted of men. I preached 
for him twice on the Sabbath (though I believe this was on my 
return, two or three weeks after}: and. thongh I knew that his 
standard of orthodoxy even then was much lower than mine, he 
found no fault with either of my discourses, but said much that 
was designed to encourage me. In after-years, in all his inter- 
course with me, he distinetly recognized the fact of his being a 
Unitarian ; but he never mauifested in the least degree a contro- 
versial spirit, and I never heard him speak otherwise than kindly 
of his ** Orthodox brethren.” He was constitutionally cheerful, 
and a great lover of fun; and I cannot think of a person, whom I 
have ever known, who had a richer fund of all sorts of humorous 
and’ pithy anecdotes, or who kuew better how to apply them, than 
he. My last visit to him was in July, 1564. Instead of finding 
him with bis children around him, as 1 had been accustomed to 


he 
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in former years, I found him‘and his wife the only representatives 
of the family, but living in the same yvene rable old mausiou which 
my visits, thirty and forty years ago, had made familiar te me. I 
passed a delightful day with them, and could not but notice how 
intent he was upon doing every thing in his power to render me 
happy. His recollection of the eveuts of his early years, and of 
many distinguished men long since passed away, seemed perfect. 
He gave me one or two of his manuscript sermons, written during 
the latter part of his ministry, which, like every thing that came 
from his pen, are characterized by the very best taste. I never 
had so deep an impression of his generosity as this v isit gave me. 
The portion of Scripture that was read in the morning, in con- 
nection with the family prayer, was the 103d Psalm ; and, after 
the prayer was over, he remarked to me, that I had hit upon his 
favorite psalm, — that there was no portion of Seripture which he 
read more frequently or with stronger relish. He and I differed 
widely in our religious opinions ; but we were cordial and affection- 
ate friends, and I account it a privilege to render this tribute to 


his memory. WwW. B. 8. 


REV. JAAZANIAD CROSBY, DD: 


Contributed, by Rev. A. A. Livermore, to the “ Christian Inquirer” of 
April 8, 1865. 


Tue recent departure of this aged and beloved clergyman of our 
faith should not be passed by, witheut a notice in the journal 
which he loved to read. His beautiful character and sweet Chris- 
tian spirit were possessions, too, to be honored in any communion ; 
and they have shed a lasting perfume on the lovely village where 
he discharged his ministry of more than fifty years, Service to 
the blessed gospel is not in quantity only. though im that he ex- 
celled, but also in quality ; and, in quality, his was of the richest. 
Small alloy dimmed the fine gold, and few discords broke the 
long harmonious strain. 

Dr. Crosby was born in Hebron. N.H.. April 3, 17505 and he 
died in Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 30, 1n64, aged eighty-four years 
and nine months. His parents, Jaazaniah Crosby and Elizabeth 
(Gilson) Crosby, were emigrants irom Massachusetts; the former 


9 
wa 

from Billerica, the latter from Pepperell. Tis academical educa~ 
tion was procured at Phillips Exeter Academy ; and he graduated 
at Harvard College, in 1804, in the class of which Andrews 
Norton, Samuel Ripley, Samuel Sewall, Samuel Cooper Thacher, 
and Ashur Ware were members. Like most young men from 
the country who obtain a liberal educ: ition, he worked his way 
through difficulties in the pursuit of knowledge to a career of 
usefulness. He passed a year at Exeter Academy as an assistant 
teacher, and pursued his professional studies subsequently in 
Hampton, N.H., with Rev. Dr. Appleton, who was afterwards 
President of Bowdoin Colleze. He was licensed as a candidate 
by the Piscataqua Association, May 11, 1808. After receiving 
ealls to setrle in Lyndeborongh, N.H., and Freeport, Me., he 
finally accepted an invitation to the Congregational Church and 
Society in Charlestown, N.H.; and was ordained Oct. 17, 1810, 


his ordination sermon being preached by Rev. Jacob Abbott, of 


Hampton Falls. He continued sole pastor of this church until 
June, 1855, a period of forty-five years; and he continued to 
EGA occasionally after the settlement of his successive col- 
leagues. Rey. Adams Ayer and Rev. Livingston Stone, till 1865, 
or a oe et fifty-three years. On the occasion of the halt- 
century anniversary. a festival was held, and the long and faithful 
services of their aged pastor were feelipgly and beautifully com- 


memorated by his parishioners. townsmen. and friends from 
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places near and remote. In 1803 he received the degree of 


D 


Doctor of Divinity from Harvard College. 

Dr. Crosby was married three times; and an intimate friend, 
Rev. Dr. Sprague of Albany, testifies that ‘cach of his marriages 
has been to him a source of great comfort and blessing.” His 
last wife survives him. Eleven children have blessed his home 
of whom eight survive; and all do honser to their parents and the 
lovely home of their childhood. Iwo of the daughters married 
Unitarian clereymen,—one, Rev. Caznean Paltrey, ee eae 
Belfast, Me.: and the other, Rev. William F. Bridge, of Dublin, 


N.H. Others of the family are widely known and estee eo in the 





cireles of society and busiuess. 
Mr. Crosby contributed some articles to the periodicals, and 
published a few occasional serimons: one delivered before the 


Legislature of New Hampshire in 1530); one at the dedication of 
iis new church, after the old one bad been consumed by fire in 
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1843; one at the semi-centennial of his ordination in 1860; and 
a history of the town of Charlestown, in the collections of the 
New-Hampshire Historical Society. 

Originally settled as the Congregational pastor of the South 
Parish of the town, and being liberal m sentiment (other societies 
having seceded from the old parish), Dr. Crosby was left as the 
minister of the Unitarian Society only. Living through a period 
of revolution in sentiment, he did not add to the bitterness of 
sectarianism, but poured upon the waters of strife the oil of charity 
and neighborly kindness. All loved and respected him, even if 
they dissented from his religious views 

Through the long, continuous years of his faithful ministry, his 
home and his ee were the two spheres of his affections, and 
his labors, like Wordsworth’s wise ones, 


“ True to the kindred points of heaven and home.” 


He preached Christianity through the affeetions; and, speaking 
from the heart, he reached the heart of his hearers. His dis- 
courses, if not marked by a commanding eloquence, dropped, it 
may be, all the more surely — not being blown about by a windy 
utterance — into the still, deep places of the soul, where they grew 
like good seed, and bore fruit, His style was pure and idiomatic 
English, direct and forcible, and relieved by a tone of quiet 
humor and gentle pathos. He was a sound scholar; and the in- 
telligence and good taste of the society to which he ministered 
naturally incited him to keep his mind active, and to prepare his 
discourses with care. 

Few parishes realized better fruits of the Spirit, — love, neighbor- 
liness, courteous and refined homes, a high tone of integrity, 
noble men and women, cultivated aud high-toned young people ; 
in one word, a Christian civilization. It was the gentle rain and 
the sweet dew of heaven that vear by yeur ripened these har- 
vests. No one who knew Charlestown twenty, thirty, or forty 
years ago, but will bear witness to the remarkably attractive 
and beautiful form of domestic and village society which had 
grown up in that Connecticut-River town, with its majestic colon- 
nades of elms, tasteful dwellings, and charming scenery. It was 
the gospel dye that held those colors so fast, and the fragrance of 
a ligher life which gave ap aroma to those homes beyond that 


of the roses and sweet honeysuckles which were trellised over 
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their doors. The architect or, better. artist who had done the 
work was not perhaps always recognized in it, so great was his 
modesty and seli-forgetfulness ; but it was his cunning hand which 
had wrought at the work, and his fine genius of love and sympa- 
thetic sensibility, so ready to gush in tears at every human dis- 
tress, so ready to overflow in laughter and innocent mirth at 
every touch of humor, which had pervaded the place. 

Dr. Sprague says, in his notice of him, that ‘“*he was con- 
slitutionally cheerful, and a great lover of fun; and I eannot 
think of a person whom I have ever known who had a richer fund 
of all sorts of humorous and pithy anecdotes, or who knew better 
how to apply them than he.” The precept of rejoicing with them 


that rejoice, and weeping with them thgt weep, never found a 





better subject than Dr. Croshy. 

Then be preached Christianity: he had no creed but that, no 
fine or far-fetched theories, no philosophy or scheme of salvation. 
The love of God through Christ, that was all, and that was 
enough. This simple teaching. the power of God and the wisdom 
of God unto salvation, did its steady work, and transformed the 
earthly into the heavenly image. He neither strove nor cried, 
neither broke the bruised reed nor queached the smoking tiax, but 
kept pn, year atter year, fully trusting in the sufficiency of the 
gospel, and finding that cvoufidence not misplaced, 

A friend has said of him, ‘+ In his pastoral relations, he was 
very urbane: and his love of children was a striking feature of his 


i 


character. Ue never passed them without a friendly recognition. 


so that, even to the fulness of his old age, they followed — 





1 Nos aneitiet ainicn ow sara ipece ‘or ath. = 
And piucked his zown to share the god man 


It was a beautiful life and a beautiful ministrv,—so gentle, so 
modest, so manly, so true, so sincere, so sweet, so kind. As has 
been truly quoted In reference to Tijin by one of his old friend- 


and admirers, — 


+ He tried each art, reproved each dull delay, 
t - 
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Allured to brighter worlds, and led the way 


Some of the younger clergymen were accustomed to eall him 
their * bishop.” cb pleasantry which the coud man loved to re- 
ciprocate, by calling them his sous and vurates, and siguing himself 


in episcopal guise, “SJ. Charlestown.” 


a 


But his children had grown up and entered the world, coming 
hack often, however, to cheer the old homestead with their own 
loved voices, and those of their children. A new generation aad 
an the stage. The old pillars had fallen: one by one ‘the 
ancient atid honorable ” had passed away. Society was changed ; 
tat the aged clergyman still lived on in a community which 
cherished aS in tenderest love and respect. And we might have 


said. in our short-sighted wisdom, ‘Here will be the peaceful 


closing scene, still and lovely as the sunset of a long summer's day 
ever the winding river’s broad and flowery meadows.” His health 
was good, his spirits buoyant as ever: his sensibility to the enjoy- 
ment of society was not deadened; and his was an old age, ripe, 
but not a touch keene 

Only eight days before the event soon to be related, he had 
written to a friend, ‘‘ With the not very pleasant feeling of use- 
lessness, I am pursuing my noiseless course without much grum- 
bling; yea, even with a considerable degree of cheerfulness. 
Mrs. Crosby is constantly by my side, and does all that woman 
ean do to ‘cheat the tiresome way,’ whenever it is tiresome, 
which is very seldom the case. Sed linguenda tellus, domus, et 
vlacens uxor.” —a prediction soon to be fulfilled: the earth was to 


be left behind. and home, and pleasing wife. 


pate 


a 
. oo 
But we never know the mode and way, at least, of what 
coming to us in this world. On Thursday, Dec. 15, 1864, at 
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about five o’clock in the morning, the family, consisting of the 
doctor and his wife and a girl, were aroused by the cry that 
the house was in flames. The inmates escaped in their night- 
clothes, through the snow, with the thermometer at zero. Cloth- 
ing, library, the gathered, precious heirlooms of years, “all our 
pleasant things,” — all, except a few articles in the lower part of 
the house, were soon a prey to the devouring element, and the 
beloved old home sank in ashes, or went up in flame. Dr. 
Crosby wrote to a friend: ** That study, the pleasaut retreat of 
many years, will be seen no more. Of my whole library, about 
twenty volumes were saved. When enumerating our losses, we 
end by saying, ‘No life was lost.’” A few weeks before, Dr. 
Crosby sent a copy of * Watt 
volumes, to the library of the Meadville Theological School. 
That is saved. 


*s Works,” complete in six quarto 


ive 


Dr. Crosby and his wite were made happy in their great 


Se 
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ealamity by numerous attentions from their old friends, letters of 
the kindest, and donations to assist in replacing their losses, so far 
as that might be done. They immediately repaired to Cambridge 
to the home of a son. For a time, Dr. Crosby seemed in his 
usnal health and spirits, spoke cheerfully of his loss, and hoped 
in the coming year to occupy a new home on the old spot. But 
it was not to be. He was attacked by erysipelas, produced per- 
haps by the shock and by a cold; soon after his arrival at 
Cambridge. Through his illness, he was the most patient and 
cheerful of men; and he died as quietly and calmly as a child 
would fall asleep. 





It seems a sad mvstery, that event by which he. his home. and 
“ Ji J te 
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his family, were swept from the spot wh@@@ he had spent so many 


happy years, and no trace lett save in th® memory of his people. 
But a view, full of beauty and consolation, is taken of it, in a 
letter of condolence from a neighboring Unitarian clergyman to 
one of Dr. Crosby's sons-in-law. He says: ‘In the mournful 
conflagration we all sympathized. What followed does not sur- 
prise me. I wondered that he could survive that night. He 

hall think of him 
almost as being taken up in a chariot of fire. No stranger hands 


Cc 


would have seemed /osf in any other house. Is 


could be 8uttered, it now appears, in after-vears, to desecrate that 
mansion. With all its fragrant memories tt turned to flame; the 
meense of the pravers of nearly threescore years going up in 
sacrifice. Him, too, we can recollect always bright and clear. 
As time passes, your wife will see, that, compared with what con- 
tinued vears might have brought, his end was in God’s good time.” 

The last communication of Dr. Crosby to his people was a 
grateful recognition of their kindness to him and his in their 
overwhelming catastrophe. It was read to the different societies 


in town, on the following Sunday. 


Dear Frrenps,—In consequence of our sudden departure from the 
j pe it Lit 


place, we could not personally express our for your ready svin- 





pathy, assistance, and attention in our time and what we cold 


not do verbally, we now do otherwise. 

AVill you now accept cur warmest gratitude for your faincasuralle kind- 
ness, and wait tor your full reward in a house not made with bands. a house 
which no flames can devour? The Lord bless you ail! Accept this as the 
only offering in the power of your friends, ever and sincerely, 

J. Crossy and E. A. Crospr. 
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On Tuesday, Jan. 3, 1860, the funeral services were held over 
the remains, which had been conveyed to Charlestown, N.H., from 
Cambridge, where he died. The church was crowded with a new 
generation which had grown up under his ministry: only one 
person who was a member of the church at his ordination survived 
ta attend his funeral. His successor, Rev. Livingston Stone, made 
an appropriate address; and Rev. William O. White, ae 
offered the prayer. So passed away the aged and faithful min- 
‘ster. one of the best men whom we have ever known, beloved 

and respected by all who came within the circle of his influence. 
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Sylvester Sage Crosby 
September 2, 1831 —August 18, 1914 
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